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NSF's Lower Atmosphere Observing Facilities (LAOF) are available on a competitive basis to all qualified scientists from universities, NCAR and other US government agencies requiring these facilities and associated services to carry out their research objectives. The deployment of all facilities is driven by the scientific merit, the capabilities of a specific platform to carry out the proposed observations, and the scheduling of the facility for the requested time.  
NSF's Atmospheric and Geospace Sciences (AGS) section budgets annually for deployment costs associated with these multi-user facilities.   The process for considering requests and setting priorities is determined on the basis of facility deployment costs, the complexity of the field component of the research, and the total cost to an individual NSF science program. Requests that entail difficult deployment logistics, lengthy field activities, significant interagency/international coordination, and multiple science objectives are required to follow the review process for large campaigns.  
The review process for large research campaigns requires that researchers submit two separate, but complementary documents to NSF and NCAR about six months before submitting individual scientific proposals to NSF and facility requests to the LAOF Partner Organizations.  The  Scientific Program Overview (SPO) establishes the overall scientific justification of the program and has to be submitted in the form of a formal proposal to NSF via Fastlane following the requirements specified in the NSF Grant Proposal Guide. The purpose of the Experimental Design Overview (EDO) is to describe the overall concept of the experimental design, resource needs and management of the field campaign. The EDO will have to be submitted to the LAOF Program Director at NSF and EOL with an electronic copy to the relevant NSF Program Officer(s). PI teams will be asked to submit individual facility requests and scientific grant proposals about six months later once these documents have received favorable consideration from NSF.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Requests for use of facilities are reviewed semi-annually during the Observing Facilities Assessment Panel (OFAP) meeting. The feedback and technical evaluations presented by the LAOF Partner Organizations and OFAP members are taken into consideration before a final decision is made by individual NSF Program Officers whether to support or decline funding for a project.
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